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LETTER V. 


Kensington, 16 October, 1821. 
LANDLORDS, 


137. We now come to a great 
point in our subject ; namely, the 
opinion, stated by the Committee, 
as to the interest of the govern- 
ment’s debt. But, before I pro- 
ceed on this point, I beg leave 
to look back, for a moment, to 
Letter III, paragraphs 63 to 69. 
I there noticed the statement of 
the Committee, that the revenue 
and consumption had increased. I, 
for argument’s sake, admitted the 
fact, and I clearly showed that it 
was a faet to afford no sort of com- 
fort tothe landlords. Now; that 
is to say, within this week, an ac- 
count of the Quarter’s Revenue 
has been published in the news- 
papers, trumpeted forth by the 
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Courier and eriticised in the 
Morning Chronicle by (as it is 
said) the profound and vigilant 
Joun ve Syip, of Cabbage-Hall 
in the county of Surrey, Esquire, 
who (without meaning to pun) 


{ may say watches Mr. Vansir- 


Tart with the sharpness of a 
needle. 

138. According to this account, 
the revenue has increased, during 
the quarter of a year which ended 
on the 5th of October; and it is 
stated that the increase is prin- 
cipally in the produce of the malt 
tax. Now, in the first place, I 
never belicve any of these state- 
ments. They come forth under 
no responsible authority. If falee 
{as I believe they always are) 


there is no detection possible. In 


short, they are statements.such ag 
the parties putting them forth 
choose to put forth; and who is 
to believe, that they will not put 
forth that, be it what it may, that 


is best calculated to answer their 


own purpose, be that purpose 
what it may. How false these 
statements are, upon an average, 
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saust be evident to every person 
of the smallest reflection. For 
more than thirty years past, there 
have, according to these accounts, 
been a constant increase going on. 
“ The last was good, but this is 
defter.” And thus has this nation 
been cajoled along from year to 
year, by the instrumentality of tle 
news-papers, who choose to regard 
these statements as true, and to 
&ispute about them accordingly. 
At the endl of every quarter of a 
year, they amuse their dupes, for 
a week, with this kind of sham 
disputation ; and thus, for these 
seven days, keep their minds at 
the distance of leagues from every 
thing like fact and common-sense. 
139. However, upon the sup- 
position, that there really is an 
imerease in the amount of the Malt- 
faxes received during the last 
quarter of a year, the fact only 
confirms my doctrine, laid duwn 
in ‘Letter III, paragraphs from 
87 to 69. And, indeed, nothing can 
well he more plain, than that ow 
prices of food and raiment tend to 
increase the amount of consump- 
tion. For, though the tax on the 
bushel, the gallon, the yard and 
pound remain the same, the article 
stil! costs less, and costs less, too, 
in proportion to the amount of 
wages. 
140. I must here take another 
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look back. In Letter PIR) para- 


graphs 71 and onwards, 1 discus- 
sed that proposition of the Com- 
mittee, which attempted to lessex 
the amount of the distress. I have 
all alorg contended, that the word 
disiress does not apply to the state 
of the far greater part of the 
persons employed in agriculture. 
How can it? In the Western 
Counties. people buy mutton af 
31d. apound. [ hear from HWamp- 
shire, that bacon is bought for 4d. 
a pound, where I never knew it 
bought for less than 16d. or Is. of 
the same quality. Wages never 
can come down in this proportion ; 
and the fact is, they do not. 
Therefore, it is not distress with 
this class; but an approach to- 
wards the absence of distress. 
But, it is far otherwise with farm- 
ers bound by lease and with land- 
lords. From every part of the 
country, | hear that the main part 
of the farmers are ruined. I know 
they are a race that cry out soon 
enough ; but, when, from the Nor- 
wich-Papers and Bury-Papers, 
which my correspondents have 
been so kind as to send me, I see, 
that the farming stock and house- 
hold goods are actually ‘now for 
sale by auction, (or have heen 
within this week) upon moré than 
FOUR HUNDRED FARMS 
in the counties of Norfolk’ and 
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Suffolk ; when I see this with my 
own eyes, and when I see from a 
catalogue of a sale that has taken 
place on a farm where the stock 
was of a description rather supe- 
rior to the ordinary run even in 
Norfolk; when I see from this 
catalogue, that the milch cows 
sold for seven pounds on an ave- 
rage, and that other things sold at 
a proportionable price; when I 
see these things, [ must be con- 


_vinced, that a farmer, bound by 


a lease, must, as farmer, be 
ruined ; and, that, whatever may 
be the immediate effect, the ulti- 
mate effect must be the loss of a 
large part of his estate, and that 
right speedily, to the Landlord. 

141. The foregoing observations 
form uo unsuitable preface to what 
is to follow here, the next propo- 
sition of the Committee being in 
the following words : 


x. That the interest of the 
Debt ovenr nov To BE 
repucep, and that the 
Fundholders have a nicut 
to what they get. 85, 86, 
87. 


142. It does not appear very 
evident, that the Committee had 
much. business with this matter. 
The Committee was appointed to 
tnuquire into the allegations of cer- 
tain, Petitions, and to report their 
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observations thereon. Now (and 
I beg the fact to be borne in 
mind) ix no one of these petitions 
was there-a word said about the 
interest of the debt! The Com- 
mittee, therefore, would, if I had 
been a member of the House, 
have received a rap that would 
have made their fingers tingle, for 
having thus gone out of their way 
to obtrude upon me their opinions 
relative to a matter not at all re- 
ferred to their examination. They 
might, with full as much propriety, 
have reported upon the colour of 
my hair or that of my eyes ; and, 
indeed, with less impropriety ; 
because, in touching upon the 
question of the interest of the 
Debt, they were calling upon the 
House to sanction by a side-wind, 
doctrines, which, before they were 
adopted, required to be discussed ; 
and doctrines, too, of the most 
fearful moment. 

143. However, report upon this 
matter they did; and, in the 85th, 
86th, and 87th paragraphs of 
their Report, they say what 
amounts to a declaration, that the 
interesi of the Debt ought not to 
be redueed. SO SAY I; but, 
only CONDITIONALLY: that 
is to say, right, between the par- 
ties ;, sight between the Landlords 
and the Fundlords demands a re- 
duction of the interest of the Debt 
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ton very great umount. ‘But, then 
therd’ is thd, rest of the nation 5) 
thete is the oxess of the. people, 
whe have: a‘, demand, upon the 
Landlords ;:name)y, to be restored 
to-their right of choosing their re- 
presentatives in parliament, which 
these; Landlords.now withhold from 
them. The good of the whole na- 
tion is, therefore, to be taken ito 
view: And,'as 1 am convinced, 
that the people will never be per- 
mitted to have their just share of 
weight in choosing members of 
parliament if the interest of the 
Debt be reduced before that share 
he given to the people, I shall do 
my best to oppose such reduction, 
until the Landlords consent to the 
people's possessing that share. 

144. It is not to be supposed, 
that I am here'to enter into ar. w 
ment to show, that, under a con- 
stitution which says, that xo max 
shall be taxed without his own 
consent, the people who pay a 
third: of, their. earnings in taxes 
havea right to have a voice in 
choosing the men who impose the 
taxes and, expend the amnement4 
Nor is it. to be supposed, that | 
am, at this time of day, and with 
all the, present scenes before us, 
toset about to show by, argument, 
that the House of Commons, as at 
‘present. constituted, is wot calcn- 
lated for the purpose of putting an 


end to those diffieulties, and, that, 


distress, the existence of which. it, 


so loudly proclaims,and the cause: 
of which is notoriously to be found 
in its own acts. It is not to he, 
expected of me, that I here enter 
into discussion on these points, 
which have been long settled inv 
the minds of the nation at large.. 
I assume the positions, as | have: 
a clear right to do; on them I 
ground my opinion, that the inte- 
rest of the Debt ought not to be 
reduced, until the people obtain 
their undoubted right of choosing 
those who are to lay taxes, on 
them ; and on that opinion I shall 
act. : 
145. ‘“ What,” some Landlord 
will say, ‘‘ because you are des, 
“ prived of a right, would, you 
“support others in taking my 
“estate away!” Stop!, You 
have not fudly stated the case,, 
Your question* should, be this: 
“ Will you, because J withhold, 
your right from you,, support, 
** others in reducing me to a state 
* of impotence?” My answer is: 
that of common sense: “ To be; 
sure I will.” Ifthe Landlord re- 
join, and, say: ,“* What, ;then,, 
“ though you allow the claim on, 
“me to be wajust, you will give 
“ your assent and support to that 
“ injustice, out of revenge against 





“me!” No; but for my own, 
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ptéserotition: MY object is they 
récoréry of my rights from you! 
if Yon’ suffer from’ my’ assent’ in’ 
fardur ‘of a’ third’ party who 
pfesses'on you ‘unjustly, the fault 
is Yours, not mine. If I) am 
wronged by a powerful neighbour, 
if he use his power to oppress 
and insult me incessantly without 
cause and with perfect impunity, 
if he make me pay to support 
him’ and to supply him with the 
niéatis of keeping me in‘a state of 
dévradation and of suffering ; and, 
if; ii ‘this state of things, I see 
others’ urging on him an unjust 
claim that tends to enfeeble him 
first and finally to remove him 
wholly from out of my way, is 
there, in morals or religion, any 
lay that’ forbids me to wish sue- 
céss, anid even to Tend my aid, ‘to 
thosé others? It is for myself, 
antl ‘not for them, that I act: it is 
justice, and not injustice, that ts 
the object ‘and ‘en? of my wishes 
and ‘my efforts. “Ifa robber have 
taken my “purse; if I see him 
fatlen upon by other robbers ; shall 
1 hdéavour to rescue him that he 
niay quietly keép my purse; or, 
shalt’ I assist/them i riffing him 
with a'chance, at any rate, of ob- 
taihing my Own again? 

‘446. The case is as Clear as 
daylight. “The path for the Re- 
formers is, therefore, plain as the 





‘King’s highway. It shag init no~ 
thing‘dark, devious or dirty: They 


must see their iterest: clearly:s 
and their conductiought tobe, and 
I trust it will be; as :fainand. as 
open as their view. \ They know, 
that to reduce the imterest of the 
debt is just ; and, if it be aécom— 
panied with a ‘restoration of the’ 
people to their rights, ‘it will ‘be 
their duty to join'the Landlords im 
calling for such reduction; ‘but) df 
it be not thus accompanied, it wal 
be their duty to oppose it withzall 
their might, and to disregard the) 
ciremmstance, that, i this opposi 
tion, they may happen to give'sap+ 
port to the ministers ; yea, even to 
Castlereagh and Sidmouth 

147. Now, then, with this con- 
dition constantly in our’ minds, 
let us turn to the Report’ of' the 
Committee, and examine a-little 
the grounds of this opinioti of 
theirs, that the interest of the Debt 
ought not to be rediiced.’ Ishall: 
suppose, that the Landlords, bled: 
and sweated as they ‘will ‘have: 
been by their old ‘triends, the 
Fundlords, will have come a little 
to their senses at last, and: will 
hate ceased ‘to acciise of * 'sedé= 
tion and blasphemy” every one 
who disapproves of the selling of 
seats, I shall'suppose them ready 
to put a stop to Burke's posthu+ 
nions pensions, and that they have 
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resoved: to abolish all sinecures, 
all wnmerited pensions and grants ; 
that they will have no seruple to 
resume grants of property in nu- 
merous casés that I have in my 
eye ; and that the Church will have 
refunded what it has been, for a 
long while, annually receiving 
out of the loans, 1 shall suppose 


all this and a great deal more ; 


and, ttpon this supposition | pro- 
céed to show, that the uncalled-fer 
opinion of the Committee, upon 
this subject, is erroneous. 

148. The Committee say, that 
the departure from the ancien’ 
standard was injurious to the 
Fundholders, and that the restora- 
tion of that standard has, ix its 
turn, been proportionably disad- 
vantageous to the Landholders. 
If this were all true; and if this 
were all, it may well be asked 
what sort. of government that is, 
which has sported thus with peo- 
ple’s property? It may well ex- 
cite surprize, that such effeets 
should be produced by the acts ; 
by the deliberate acts, in black 
and white, of a parliament that 
needs no reform, and that acts 
imder a constitution that is “ the 
** envy of surrounding nations and 
** the admiration of the world.” 

149. But, this, doctrine of the 
Committee is all a. fallacy from 
first to last. There were some 
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few. fandholders, who were, in 
1797, compelled to keep their | 
money in the funds. All the rest 

could sell out at any moment that 

they chose. No matter, there- 

fore, what was the state of the 

currency. The funds were still 

the best security and gave the best 

interest; or the holders would 
have removed their stock. They, 
in fact, gained, and did not lose, 
only they gained much iess than 
they gain now. 

150. It has frequenutty been 
said, and truly said, that the far 
greater part of ihe money that 
was borrowed was depreciated 
money. In answer to this, out 
comes Mr. Musurr wiih a book 
from the Mint, to show, that the 
money was not deprecigied when 
the far greater part of the loans 
were made. This boo! is the war- 
horse of the Fundlords. Every 
body of Lords ought to have a 
body of Esquires ; our Landlords 
have theirs, and, God knows, we 
frequentiy see them on benches 
and in jury-boxes! Accordingly 
the Fundlords have theirs too, and 
the author of this book, who is a 
clerk in the Mint, cails himself 
Rornest Musurr, ESQUIRE. 
This Squire’s book consists almost 
wholly, of columns of figures, mar- 
shalled in very regular order, sup- 
ported with head and tail lines, 
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and with the words “‘ National 
‘aith,” inscribed on their ban- 
ner, enough to frighten a poor 
rentless Landlord out of his wits: 
151. Nothing is so true, or so 
false, as figures. Uf true, nothing 
can be so perfect: if false, 
the falshood is monstrous. The 
*Squire’s book, though, I dare 
say, nice to a hair in all its 
hideous calculations, leads to a 
conclusion too monstrously false to 
admit of an adequate description. 
Yet, this being the grand battery 
of the Lords of ‘Change Alley ; 
yea, their very citadel; it being 
so well calculated to impose upon 
the much-talking and little-think- 
ing’ multitude, such as those who 
rely for knowledge on the Para- 
dise of Fools ; this being the case. 
1 must not let it pass from under 
my haud without clearly develop- 
ing its utter destitution of truth. 
152. The Squire sets out with 
2 declaration, that his object is to 
show, that the Fundlerds have not 
been gainers by the changes in 
the value of money; and to pro- 
duce in the country one heart and 
one mind to come to the support 
of the government, who have, so 
honourably to themselves and ‘so 
consistently with the National 
dignity and integrity, rejected 
every attempt to break faith with 
the national creditor ! This, too, 
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is the language of our Agricul- 
tural Committee, whose) busivess 
it was to mquire into ‘the alleged 
distresses of Agriculture, and who 
conclude ther Report,,with ,az- 
vising the parliament-to. “ sand 


fest to the world”... What, 


think you? .... Why, ‘tthe ex 
flexible determination. of this 
country” .,.. to dowsat?t ., .¢ 
Why, “ rigidly to adhere to that 
‘* good faith of which the azoral 
‘* character of the peopie is the 
‘ sure guardian, and which, with 
“ that character, has placed our 
‘“* greatness and our: power upor 
“ the feundation, hitherto am 
“ shaken amidst all our viscissi- 
‘ tudes, of public credit and.xu- 
* tional honour.” 

153. Was there ever such 
shocking bombast! And, not a 
word about Agricultural Distress! 
The Report seems to have wholly 
forgotten its own subject, as.t 
shall the ’Sguire’s book it 1 do. not 
make haste back to it., The 
Squire by his tables of figures, 
makes it out, that, upon the whole, 
for the last 20 years, the Fundlords 
have not gained by the changes 
the value of the currency; and-ke 
asserts, indeed; that they haye 
lost, rather than gained. Some 
general questions will occur to 
every one’ to put to the ‘Squire 
upon this point; but, let us: first 
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hear his preliminary observations, 
He’ “says,” & the object of the fol 
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Towilty’ Tables, is, to place be-| 


“ fore the readér the ‘advantages 
‘and "disadvantages which have 
arisen t6 the Fundholder, from 
the stare of the currency, since 
the year 1800. The utility of 
this inquiry, I think, cannot be 
questioned, from the constant 
attempts now made to represent 
the situation of the Fundholder 
as highly advantageous, arising 
from tlie circumstance of his 
now receiving in a currency of 
standard value, the interest of 
the capital which he lent to 
government in a currency con- 
siderably depreciated. Be- 
sides the utility of this investi- 
gation, as a matter of curiosity, 
it is impossible not to attach 
considerable importance to it, 
from the wish, not secret, but 
expressed, of a considerable 
party in the country, to break 
faith ‘with the Fundholder, and 
to compromise their own and 
and 
that, too, in the absence of any 
proof, that the Fundholders, as 
a body, have derived any gain 
whatever in consequence of the 


their ¢ountry’s honour ; 


depreciation which has evisted 
upon the currency since 1800. 
The Government, high!y to their 
honour, have discouraged évery 
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attempt, that, has bees mage; . 


dnd I feel persuaded, that those, 


who wish, to interfere with the. 


property of the Fundholder, , 


do so from a belief, that; he. is; 
actually deriving great advane , 


tages from the increased value 


of our currency ; though, eyeu.. 


upon this ground, I should differ 
in opinion from the party in 
question; for the Fundholder 
certainly lent his capital to Go- 
vernment in, periods of great 
exigency, and upon an express 


understanding, that, , at six 


months after a definitive treaty, , 


of peace, the currency ‘was, to 


be placed upon its ancient , 


footing as to value. 


the state, can wish | for,, the 
destruction of their , country’s 


faith and honour, Jet us, hope... 


that the attempts that have, been. 
made to affect the property of 


the Fundholder, haye taken... 


piace in the. absence of. facts > 
and that when his case is, more 
fully and perfectly understood, 
there will then be but one mind 
and one spirit in the country, 
as to the obligation to, maintain 


sacred those engagements, ta..,, 


which the Government and the, 
country at large are parties.’ 


154, Were we to stop here, we 
{might certainly be permitted to ..., 





As no..rer. ,.. 
spectable party, however, in,,, 
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ask’ the 'Sqtiire how it has hap- 
pened! ‘if the “Pandiords, ‘as’ a 
body, Have gained nothing ; how 
it has happened, that they have 
béen ablé to lend a sum very 
nearly twice as great in amount as 
the worth of the fee-simple of all 
the lands, houses, woods, and wa- 
ters in the kingdom? One of my 
boys, about two years and a half 
old, when the nurse introduced 
him to a new-born sister, asked 
the old granny: “* Where did un 
ium fom?” The nurse said, of 
course, “ Oh! out of the parsley- 
bed.” “ Aye,” said he, “ but 
where did un tum fom?” laying 
a strong emphasis, and stronger 
and stronger every time, upon his 
word fom, till the granny was 
compelled to get out of the inquiry 
as well as she could. He knew 
well enough that the baby came 
out of the parsley-bed ; for the 
nurse had told him so; but he 
wanted to kitow how the little giri 
got into the parsley-bed ; that is 
to say, where she came from first 
of all. I am, at this moment, very 
much ini the situation of this philo- 
sopher in petticoats, whose vehe- 
ment interrogation has so often 
been a subject of mirth with us ; 
and f'ndw, with all possible ear- 
nestness, ‘pat it to granny Mv- 
suet: where did these thousand or 
eight hundred ‘millions of pounds 
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sterling cqMy. FROM.Sif know yerg | 
well that they, are wriftep dowp.jr > 
the great book, that, parsleysbed - 
of our, nurse of a goyernment,;, J 
know, too, how they came there; 
[ know all about loan acts and 
exchequer-bills, bills; all about 
serip and omnium, and_ the Devil 
knows what besides: but, what I 
want to know fom granny Musugr 
is, where the eight hundred mil- 
lions of pounds sterling were first 
got to be Jent to this unbappy na- 
tion, while, at the same time, it 
was paying from 60 to 80 millions 
of pounds in taxes annually? 
155. I may ask in vain. The 
Botley-granny could have answér- 
ed much more easily than grangy 
Musuer can, What, then, should 
we want more than this to induce 
us to treat as a farce the calling of 
such a thing “ property?” And 
to treat those as impudent knaves 
who would persuade us, that it 
stands upon a level with property 
in house and land ! What was a, 
loan? Was it the bringing of so 
much real money, or so much of 
valuable things, and delivering the 
same to the government? It was 
no such a thing. It is notorious, 
that the writing of a name constir 
tuted the loan, in the first it 
stance; that, afiterwards, a shuf- 
fling of paper-money took place ; 
and, that after the bonuses and dis- 
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counts and allowances of one kind 
and another, the thing amounted 
to little more than the lending of 
the gains arising from the various 
workings'of the thing: What was 
more common than to give news- 
paper editors and clerks in the 
offices what was called a slice of 
a loan? Andis it not on the re- 
records of parliament, that Pitt, 
out of his own head, without au- 
thority of parliament and without 
the assent or knowledge of his 
colleagues, Dunpas only except- 
ed, lent Boyd and Benfield a sum 
of the public money to enable them 
to make good an instalment upon 
a loan made by them to that very 
public! Is not this notorious ; and 
is it not notorious, that the Sta- 
tute-Book contains an act to in- 
demnify him; that is to say, to 
screen him from punishment for 
having committed this unlawful 
deed! 

156. To treat such a thing. 
therefore, as something sacred; 
to talk of the national faith and 
honour holding the owners of the 
soil to such a thing is impudence 
unparaileled. Is it not notorions, 
that hundreds of beggars have 
swelled up, during the last thirty 
years into miillioners? We used 
to read of the running and squeez- 
ing and suffocating and tearing of 
clothes off people’s backs to get a 








LanpLorps. OG 


chance of lending the government 
money on exchequer bills. » Did 
men ever de this, or such things 
as this, for the purpose of really 
lending money? Did orange-boy 
ever in this werld get half a mil- 
lion of money by any thing that 
was fair and honest! Can four or 
five thousand fellows ali be get- 
ting money and living like lords 
by merely jobbing about upon the 
thing called the funds, and ean 
this thing be a fair and good thing 
for the nation; and, can the na- 
tional faith and national honour 
be bound to uphold such a thing? 

157. It is impossible, physically 
impossible, that any people in this 
or any country, ean have had 
eight hundred millions of their 
own money to lend to the nation. 
It has been the nation’s own mo- 
ney, raised in taxes and lent to 
itself. 


neas to begin with, game with 


Give a gamester five gui- 


him, and he will win your whole 
estate, then lend you money to 
play on, and finally get your pro- 
missory note and put you in jail 
for debt. This is, in substance, 
the sort of thing that has been 
going on. There are unquestion- 
ably great numbers of individuals 
who have actually lodged real 
money, or things of real value, 
with those that have given them, 
in return, some sort of document, 
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attthorizing them to receive inte- 
réxt of what is called the National 
Det: But, however ‘the ‘thing 
nay have changed hands; however 
the ‘participators in it may have 
been multiplied; the thing itself 
has always remained, and always 
must remain, essentially the same. 
How often have we seen, that the 
scrip, as it is called, and, some- 
times, the omnium, has sold for 10 
or 20 in the hundred more than the 
loan-makers had contracted to give 
for it? How often have we seen 
the whole of it disposed of in this 
way before the loan-makers had 
paid a farthing? And whence did 
this arise?’ Why, from the mass 
of paper created, and the great 
consequent depreciation of the 
currency, of which, for the time, 
at least, the scrip formed a part. 
This the government got some- 
thing, but not what it agreed to 
have; and, if is evident, that, in 
the course of four or five loans, 
the loan-makers, as a body, had 
gained enough to lend, in future, 
the nation its own money. 

158. Besides this, how do we 
know how many transactions like 
that between Prrr and Boyd and 
Benfield may have taken place? 
Pirr lent these people 40,0002 
out of the public money to enable 
them, as he alleged, to make good 
an instalment upon ‘a loan which 
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they had made to that public, 
The money was got from the elder 
Dandas, who was then Treasurer 
of the Navy, who afterwards took 
the name of Melvilie. But, mind, 
this matter lay as snug as murder 
from 1796 (mark the time!) to 
1805, when Lozp Saint Vincen? 
(first Lord of the Admiralty. in 
Addington’s ministry) had been 
furiously attacked by Pirr and 
his crew, and had, with Adding= 
ton and his set, been turned out of 
office. Addington, the gentle Sid- 
mouth, would have put up with a 
eood deat; but the old sailor, ne= 
ver forgiving to a fault, pounced 
Melville by the 
bye, became his successor at the 


upon (who, 
Admiralty) which he was enabled 
to do with great effect, the books 
of Dundas, as Treasurer of the 
Navy, having, of course, fallen 
Dundas finally 


escaped all punishment, except 


within his reach. 


that of being put out of the Privy 
Council for a while; but, the in- 
quiry did a prodigious quantity of 
good. Amongst other things it 
brought out the loan to Boyd and 
Benfield; and, which was net less 
curious, it brought out the fact, 
that, when the “ loyalty loan” 
was raised, that ‘ glorious proof 
of public spirit,” as Prev called 
it, Dunpas lent 10,0007. of it, and 
that he lent it too, kindly and ge- 
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nerously assisted. the. pation, with 
these 10,0000, aut, of. ate, own mo- 
ney, deposited in his hands as 
Treasurer, of the, Navy ! 

APRs GORD -. ROME: ,, STADAY 
Musuer, webegin to get a glimpse 
at the probable whereabout that 
the eight, hundred millions CAME 
FROM... We are here got much 
further back than the parsley bed. 
Let it be observed, too, that Pirr 
was a.‘ heaven-bora” being! 
That he was brought up in a sort 
of celestial way ; that.a man, who 
is pow a Bishop, had, as it were, 
the cure of his soul! If, then, a 
heayeuly creature like this stands 
recorded in Act 78 of the 45th 

_year of the reigu of the late king 
of most virtuous memory; _ if he 
there stands recorded as indemni- 
fied ; 
and protected, for having unlaw- 
fully, lent the public money toloan- 
makers, without intercst, while the 
nation was charged with interest 
upon this wexy sum, what are we 
to\suppese has been the case with 
others, mere mortals, with no pre- 
tensions to heavenly origin? If 
Dandas could lend the nation fer 
thousand pounds of its own money, 
shall we suppose, that others, who 


that. is to say, as screened 


had: constantly immense sums in: 


their hands, in the ~way of arrears, 
Were not eguilly generous? Was 
this species of generosity, think 
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yon, confine! 0, dhe Fs fy 
these, twa individuals »; hy) mp, 
granny, Musner, this excessive... 
generosity was a general foible, hey 
you assured ; and, this apd this 
alone, together with, the, bonuses, ; 
discounts, premiums, allowances, 
charges of management, and, the, 
rollings over of interest, account , 
(for nothing else can ae¢count) 
for the nation having had lent, to 
it a thousand millions of money,, 
while the fee-simple of its soil Js. 
not worth half the sum. ee 
160. Upon the face of the thing, 
therefore, and withont any Kise 
tigation of the matter,, we might, 
decide against any claim what-. 
ever of the Fundlords , on, the. 
Landlords. Ifa mere common 
shopkeeper were to go into a,court | 
and swear, that, he; had. lent, hig, 
rich neighbour half a_milliqn, ek; 
money, would nota, jury. deciies,, 
at.once, that the demand wag any, 
just, and. ascribe it to, madness 4, 
And is the demand, of eight. hnur ;, 
dred millions of, money, en, the,, 
part of any body, no matter) who,|; 
it is, to bé seriously listened.to andi. 
reasoned about} However, beans/; 
ing in mind, this real! character ok), 
the thing, let us, for..argument’s» 
sake, and: in order to, shew, the, - 
shallowness and silliness ofigranny:;: 
)}Musurr, suppose (and, mind) dt; 
is a mere supposition for the sake 
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of exposure) that the thing called 
tHe Auto Webt is i Peal hing? 
and thay it “tse” out! ‘of ‘money 
ret Went “10 the gobernmmeiit. 
This i WHat ii ‘man in ‘his senses 
cah believe, and it is what none 
but’ a ‘Knave will pretend to be- 
lieve’: ‘but, merely fér the sake of 
argumént, let us suppose it to 
be ‘so. 

161. Proceeding upon this sup- 
position, there are two questions 
that’ present themselves: First, 
is it, if the good of the nation re- 
quire it, right to sweep away the 
debt altogether ; that is to say, 
to ‘Pay’ no more interest at all ! 
Second, is it right, under the pre- 
sent circiitiistances, to reduce the 
interest of the debt ? 

‘162. ‘As to ‘the first of these, 
I Have) long ago, proved the 
affirmative of the question. The 
Preliminary Part of Paper 
against’ Gold, which T have lately 
reptblished, contains the whole of 
the argument.’ I there prove, that 
it is thie! hownden duty of the go- 
veriiment to sweep the whole of 
thedebt away, at orice, if the good 
ofthe tiation require it: | I prove, 
that:it‘is’a mere’ matter of expe- 
diency as much ‘as the making of 
war or‘ of peace, or as any pos- 
sible condition or stipulation in a 
ireaty with a-foreign power ; that 
there is no. obligation to: hold the! 


; ii 


Ocrosner 


' 





eanoiavad oT « 


20, 1821. 922 


rat ei¢ 
nation to loan-acts any more than 
td Hts for the ‘taising Of" taxes oe" 
for the building of barracks’! aint!’ 
not quité’so much obfligilion as” 
‘there was to hold it to ‘thé’ 4? of 
Settlement and the Act regulating 
the residence of the Clergy: ‘~~ " 

163. If it would be’ tight’ to’ 
take away the whole, it eanndt be’ 
wrong to take away a part.’ But, 
now, in coming to thé 'sccdnd 
question, namely, “ Whether it’ 
“ be right, under the present cir-" 
“ cumstances, fo take off’ part of 
‘* the interest,” we agree, thoughi 
in the teeth of reason and com- 
mon sense, to regard the debt as ° 
a real debt, arising from money 
really lent to the nation and com= 
ing out of the pockets of the Fund= 
lords. | 

164. The object of inquiry, in 
this narrowed view of the matter’, 
is, whether the Fundlords are; or: 
are not, now receiving ‘a larger’ 
interest than theg ought to receive. 
Granny Musuetr says they are 
not: I say, that, admitting ‘them,’ 
for argument’s sake, to be) teal 
creditors, they are receiving mort 
than three times as much as they 
ought to receive. 1 say, thatthe! 
money they lent was not worth 
a third part ay tauch ‘as the mo~ 
ney they now receive: 1 say, 
besides; that they did: not lend as 
l muck evenin nominal amount as 
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they claim interest for. I say, 
moréover, that they have been 


‘already! paid ‘back the principal 


of a full third of what they re- 
gard as debt due from the nation. 
And, now, we will proceed to in- 
quire, how granny Musurr makes 
out his position. 

165..Granny Musuer sets out 


thus: ‘“ I shall now proeeed to 


++ state the principle upon which 
** the following tables are con- 
4¢ structed.” . Now mark! ‘ To 
** ascertain. the: value of the in- 


-¢¢ terest ot funded property from 


++ 1800 to 182], we must take it in 
+ relation to the market price of 
+ gold ; because, when the in- 
<* terest was paid in paper, under 
“ae price of gold, higher than the 
«* Mint price of 3/. 17s. 104d., the 
*‘fundholder, though nominally 
“ receiving the same number of 
4* pounds, was, in fact, receiving 
** a less. value. So that to ascer- 
“+ tain the actual value of the in- 
** terest paid to the Fundholder 
+‘ from. 1800 to 1821, we must 
** value it in the market price of 
“‘ gald during those years, by re- 
«* dueing the nominal value of the 
“* 1001, to its value in bullion,” 
166. Now this isthe very “ prin-. 
ciple” upon which the parliament 
proceeded in the passing of, Peel’s 
Bill, which, to cite the expression 
of the most aecomplished:rogue I, 
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‘éver heard-or *read of when de- 


tected im fabricating false. ac- 
counts,’ said: it was the prindip/e 
of mistake! As granny Musner 
takes the thing on both sides, the 
market price of gold, during the 
age of depreciation, is fair enough; 
‘or, though ais no criterion at all 
as applied to the present state of 
things, and though the only true 
criterion is, the price of the neces 
saries of life, itis as broad-as long 
as far as granny Mushet. goes. 
The. fact is, that the Fundlords 
could not, for a long while, buy 
with a pound more than they.can 
now buy for about seven or..eight 
shillings; but, then,, the , pound 
that they /eat was worth only about 
seven or eight shillings ot the ypre- 
sent money. While the. paper 
was depreciated and. the. prices 
high, one was a balance against 
the other. And,. if .the ageount 
had been closed when. Peel’s, Bill 
was passed ; if a new ralyation of 
the debt had taken place, all. would 
have beey right enough; but,then, 
that valuation must have, been 
made, not on granny Musuer’s 
principle, hut upon this principle, 
that the Fundlord, should receive, 
for every pound lent, a sum suffi- 
cient to purchase as, much of the 
necessaries of life as that pound 
would have purchased at the dime 


that it. was lent., ,This was the 
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prineiple that.should, have been 

adopted ; and that man must be 
besotted: or perverse indeed who 
cait/contend for any ether prin- 
ciple. 

167. To refer to the market 
price of gold as a standard is 
exactly what the Oracle did; the 
Oracle of the “ Collective Wis- 
dom.” Gold, says he, being the 
standard of ali things in the world; 
every price depending on that of 
gold; and gold now being within 
four and a half per cent. of its 
lowest pussible price, the prices 
of other things camot, by this 
measure, be brought down more 
than four and a half per cent; 
and, of course, a South-Down 
Lamb, at Norwich fair, which 
now sells for about 39s. will lose 
‘jn ptice only Is. 53d. and a frac- 
tion ; and will, of course, sell, in 
‘fature, for 28s. 64d. This was a 
‘‘mere trifle. The farmers could 
stand this; and the Landlords, 
always as wise as their tenants, 
chuckled and hiecupped with de- 
light at seeing gold about to re- 
turn, the puff-out rendere<t impos- 
‘sible, and the Radicals put'down 
fur ‘ever. Nought but glee filled 
“thei? “ manly” hearts. “They 
* embraced the Oracle with the fer- 
vency of pardoned penitents, and 
 bedewed his beard with the over- 
~ flowings of theif gratitude. Oh! 


+ 
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how they licked him and sjob- 
bered him oyer, and how my Lord 
Korxestone called, him his, ho- 
nourable friend ! , 

' 168. This was the ground: «por 
which Peels Bill was passed! 
This queer, this "Change-Alley, 
this Jew-like notion of the price 
of gold being the standard., How- 
ever, this was no zew notion: it 
had been harped on by Oracle 
Horner and his: Bullion Cemmnif- 
tee; by Lord. King; and by a 
great many others, long before 
the Oracle by excellence spouted 
it forth. When E read this, in 
Long Island, how delighted I was ! 
I'not only saw that the Berough 
lads were caught ; but, I saw how 
they had heen caught: and, we 
always lose half the pleasure be- 
longing to such a thing, unless we 
know how it has taken place. 
When the farmer’s men. bring 
him home a fox that has long 
escaped his toils, he cannot stir 
from them till he has learnt from 
their lips, while they drink his ale, 
where they found him, how they 
out-witted him, and’ whére and 
how they got the old raseal at lasf, 
who shot him, what dog first laid 
hold of him, how hé fought, and 
how he died. Thus it was with 
me, when F got the Morning Chro- 
niclé containing the “ debates,” 
as they are, drolly enough, called 
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on Peel’s Bill. And, when I saw 
how the power-of-imprisonment- 
’ bill gentlemen had been noodled 
along so neatly by such a man as 
the Oracle, I was ready to go 
erazy with joy. Some friends 
have told me, that they thought me 
in jest, when I said, that 1 sent for 
‘my son to New York to come up 
twenty miles to help me laugh ; 
but, I do assure them, it is per- 
-feetly true. He had a right to 
his share of the sport. I skimmed 
the papers over; and the moment 
I saw the grave assertion, that the 
fall in prices and rents would be 
only én proportion to the fall in 
the price'of gold, I bursted out a 
laughing, threw down the paper, 
packed off my man and horses 
-for my son, before I set to fora 
regular reading and laughing. 
169. That I did not laugh with- 
out reason the event has fully 
proved. I might have doubted as 
to the ultimate views of the ‘ Col- 
lective Wisdom ;” I might have 
~supposed, that they intended to 
reduce the interest of the debt; 
but, when I saw, that they relied 
upon: prices and rents falling 
only in proportion to the fall in 
the price of gold, I was sure that 
their difficulties would be as great 
even as they have proved’ to be. 
If there be any persons to blame 
ane for my joy and my laughter, 





let them tell me their names, and 
I will laugh.at them. 

170. To suppose, that the 
market price of gold is, or.can be, 
any standard at all, in a case like 
For, if such 
were the case, prices would be 
always the same in times of a 
settled currency. Gold is an 
article bought and sold like other 
things; and, of course, must, 
in many cases, be affected by 
causes which have no influence at 
all as to rents and prices of things 
in general. Besides, the notorious 
fact ; the fact known to every. man 
above the mere labourer ; that the 
actual price of gold for any. series 


this, is monstrous. 


of years, shows this in. figures, 
The “Collective Wisdom” had 
before it at least a score of official 
documents to show, that gold had 
been cheapest when cory and 
meat were dearest ; and that gold 
had been dearest, when, corn and 
meat were cheapest.. It had: do- 
cuments to show, that, in the 
terribly dear year of 1800, the 
price of gold was at 77s, 103d. the 
ounce; and that, in the cheap 
years of 1802, 1803 and 1964, 
gold was at 82s. the ounce. It 
had documents to show, that, in 
the dear year, 1812, gold was 
at 95s. 6d. an ounce ; and that, jn 
the cheap year of 1814, it was at 


104s, the ounce, How, then, could 
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gine, how’ could it dream, that the 
pri¢e of gdld was the standard of 
*#eiits ‘and prices generally ; and 
“how “could it hail as an Ora- 
- ele the man that called upon it to 
‘pass, upon such a notion, an act 
affecting all the contracts and all 
the property in the kingdom! But, 
‘when I reflect, why should I ask 
such a question! . 
171. Granny Mvusuet's principle 
_is wholly erroneous, all his reason- 
ing is erroneous, and his columns 


* * of figures not worth a straw. Be- 
‘sides, he brings the amount down 


‘only to the end of 1820. Up to 
‘ that‘time he says, the Fundlords 
‘have lost as much by high prices 
“as they have gained by low prices ; 


~ 


¢ of, in othér words, they have only 


“yeeovered by the rise in the value 
“of money that which they had lost 
“By the ‘fall in the value of money. 
“Thus, then, according to his cal- 
¢ulations, the Landlords and the 
-Fundlords were even at the ead of 
‘last year. Well, now, suppose 
- this to be the case, are the Fund- 
‘Jords now to go on for ever receiv- 
“ing two or three for one? And, is it 
‘a breach of faith to reduce their 

inférest so as to give them no more 
‘than ‘their due? Is it a breach of 
faith to repeal a bill, which has, 
“hr fact, broken all contracts and 
‘and all faith, or, to reduce the in- 


- 
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terest in such a way as now-to put 
a stop to this course of injustice ¢ 
Granny Musume. seems to have 
overlooked the circumstance, so 
awful to the Landlords, that these 
were going on losing, and must, 
unless the interest of the Debt 
were reduced, lose their all in the 
end. The granny looks only at 
the past; he is blind to the future; 
though it is in the future that the 
whole of the injustice tothe Land- 
lord lies. . This is like the “ Col- 
lective Wisdom,” . who theught, 
and who said, that, the distress 
would be over when cash pay- 
ments came; not considering, that 
the distress would only then eome 
to the point at whichit was to re- 
main! This was a grand mistake 
of the “ Collective,” and into a 
similar mistake granny Musuer 
has fallen. 

172. The Fundlords are now 
receiving more than three for one. 
Take the average of ‘prices, du- 
ring the time that the money;was 
lent, and you will find, that, taking 
all the articles of farm-produce, in 
all parts of che country, that one 
pound will buy as much as three 
pounds bought, during the time 
that what is called the lending 
was going on. You are not to 
take corn and. meat only, but tim~ 
ber, underwood, and all the nume- 
rous little things which now fetch 
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next to nothing. Hops do not 
form a very extensive article to be 
sure; but, a crop is now abso- 
Jutely an evil. It is not worth the 
direct tax imposed upon it; and, 
possibly, it never may be again, 
until a part, at least, of the tax be 
taken off. And yet, while the 
grower actually pays to the fund- 
lords a tax equal to the amount of 
his crop, the Committee encou- 
rage him to hope, that things will 
regulate themselves; and granny 
Musuer says it will be a breach 
of national honour to give the 
Fundlord /ess than he now re- 
ceives ! 

173. But, granny Musuer omits 
one very material item ; no less in 
amount than about three hundred 
millions that the Fundlords have 
already received over and above 
their interest! He talks about re- 
deemed debt; but, he makes no 
allowance to the nation for the 
300,000,000. raised on the na- 
tion in taxes, and given to the 
Fundlords under the pretence of 
** redeeming the debt,” which pre- 
tence is, even in the “ Collec- 
tive” itself, now called a “‘ hum- 
bug,” though it was the joint 
child of Pirr and Fox! This 
mass of taxes has been ludi- 
crously called the Sinking Fund. 
But, in plain truth, what has it 
been! An enormous sum of mo- 
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ney, raised yearly in taxes, to be 
carried to "Change Alley, and 
there to be laid out in week/y sums 
in order to make the stock of the 
Fundlords constantly saleable at 
a good price! Was ever such a 
thing as this heard of before in the 
world! So here was this silly na- 
tion borrowing with one hand, and, 
with the other, buying up, at the 
same time, its own debts! This 
was a humbug, indeed, if ever 
humbug there were ; that is to say, 
with regard to the Nation, for, 
with regard to the Fundlords it 
It 
was, in fact, so much money paid 
to them every year over and above 
their interest. 

174. If you have a house to 
sell, and | expend money toe make 
it sell, have | not paid so -much 
money to you, and am I not to be 
re-paid out of the price of the 
house ! The Fundlords may say, 
that they did not agree to make 
any deductions on this account. 
But, far be it from me to propose 
to go to law with them. Law is 
out of the question. We .know 
very well what the loan bills say; 
but we are here talking of the 
equity of the thing; because we 
know very well that the matter is 
to be settled by. an Act of Par- 
liament ; and surely those who 
could pass acts to screen the Bank 


was a most solid advantage. 
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from paying its Creditors on de- 
mand ; those who could pass an 
act to set aside the most important 
part of the Bank Charter, that 
part which gave protection to its 
Creditors ; surely those who pas- 
sed an act to suspend actions com- 
menced in the Courts against the 
Clergy, which actions were found- 
ed on the clear Law of the land; 
surely those who could finally 
pass an act to quash those actions 
and to take from the informer the 
benefit of his suits ; surely, those 
who could pass acts giving im- 
mense sums out of the taxes to 
the Clergy of the Church and to 
Foreign emigrant Princes and 
Clergy; surely that same body 
ean pass an Act to deduct from 
the Fandlords the three handred 
millions that have already been 
paid to them under the colour of 
Simking fund, which is now ac- 
knowledged to have been a hum- 
bug: It would be a pretty col- 
lective wisdom indeed, tobe able 
to pass all the Acts that we have 
seen passed, and yet to be unable 
to pass this one Act. To say, 
therefore, that the Fundholders 
have the daw for them, is saying 
no more than that an Act has not 
yet been passed to reduce their 
mterest ; and that is saying -but 
very little indeed, when we know 
very well that such an Act.may 
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be passed, long before ness 
April. 

175. I trast it is necessary to 
say no more on the equity of re- 
ducing the interest of the Debt. 
It is against the principles of na- 
tural justice that the labour of the 
child unborn shall be taxed to pay 
the debts of the father, or, as the 
thing now stands, of the great 
great grandfather. The scripture 
expressly forbids compelling the 
child to pay the debts of the father, 
and especially to make the child a 
bondman for those debts; and 
what is he but a bondman, who is 
compelled for life, to labour for 
the creditor of his father? Talk 
of civil society, indeed ! It would 
be pretty civil society that would 
allow of one generation making 
bondmen of another generation ; 
and that, too, by the means of a 
claim the origin of which is as 
dark as any of the dealings of 
wizards. 

176. The equity of reducing 
the interest of the Debt is clear ; 
and, as to the expedicncy of it, 
who can doubt of that, that con- 
siders for a moment the unavoid= 
able consequences of rejecting 
such reduction. It is manifest 
that a revolution is now silently 
going on; that the far greater 
part of the real preperty must 
change hands; that a new set of 
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proprietors’ will arise’; and! that; 
in the mean time, innumerable 
families will be reduced to ruin 
and misery. Then, with regard 
to Foreign Nations, is it not mani- 
fest, that, to talk of war; to talk 
of national power, while this mill- 
stone hangs about the neck of the 
Nation, would be to give sure and 
certam signs of incurable insanity. 
The Debt says to the King of 
England, “ Thou shalt never go to 
“war again, as long as I amin 


ANprit's 


existence !” 

177. Yet, I wish to hold out no 
expectation: that the interest will 
be reduced, at least during the 
next session of parliament. It 
may, and it will, be talked of; 
but, there will still be toc many to 
hang on to the thing in the hope 
of * better times.” It is an evil 
day to be put off. It is an ope- 
ration to be performed ; and, we 
know how fertile we are, in such 
cases, in excuses for postpone- 
ment! I had been, for seven 
years, perfectly convinced that 
the Tumor on my head must 
finally, be cut off; but, I had put 
it off from year to year, from 
month to month, from day to day ; 
and, at last, when the operators 
came, happenmg to say some- 

thing about seeing the garden, and 

asking whether they should go 
and see it before or after the opé- 
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ration, I -said “ before by /all 
means!” This is just the case 
with the Landlords. But, undergo 
the operation the nation must, or, 
like a Tumor, the ‘thing will 
burst, and then the cure, if ac- 


complished at all, will be accom- 
plished with infinite difficulty. ° 


Wm. COBBETT. 
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A Corresronpexr one of my 
vigilant and useful friends) at 
Portsmouth, writes to me, that 
this precious cargo, when it ar- 
rived there on board the Phaeton, 
was removed into the king’s ship, 
the Alligator, to be brought round 
to Deptford. The case had writ- 
ten on it: “A case containing the 
“ Sarcophagus with the remains 
“ of the late Major Andre, raised 
on the 10th of August 1821, dy 
order of his Royal Highness ihe 
“Duke of York; and forwarded 


“to England by James Buchan- 
“nan, Esquire, his Majesty’s 
«© Consul at New York.” *” : 
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‘\cWell, then, we may how ex- 
pect tohear,'soon, of the funeral 

; 
hope that all the tribe will be pre- 


procession to Saint Paul’s! 


sent ; allthe “ holy brotherhood;” 
that is to say, all that are alive; 
for, persons of this employ are 
generally, I believe, of very short 
life after they have performed 
their services! They can be of 
no use in the world when they are 
once known; and, in one way or 
another, they very quickly, I ima- 
cine, take their departure front it, 
very much to the ease and conve- 
meni of their employers. 


Axpri’s relations have, it seems, 
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publicly, in the newspapers, dis- 


avowed having had any act or 
hes 
a in thie affair. 
t) 
believe them ; for it is absolutely 


- S 


I can easily 
impossible . that any persons in 


their situation, being in their 
senses, could have wished the 
affair to be xeyived, in this way ; 
fer, they never could expect, that 
the. gommon seuse of the nation 
wonld be thus,insulted m silence. 


Thus, then, :the pretty thing re- 





. . f 
mains with Buchannan, I hope; 
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for, Imever. can believe, that, che 
King, or any minister, has autho-~ 
rized it. The Duke of York, 
whose mame, as connected with 
the transaction, is made use.of so 
boldly, may have been teased into 
his consent to have the thing done, 
But, I hardly think that.he could 
have been fully aware of all the 
circumstances of the case.’ Te 
must ‘have forgotten. (if he had 
ever known) the story of ‘Arwiu, 
who, be it remembered, had been 
tried by the Americans on very 
serious charges, and. had been 
sentenced to bé reprimanded, be~ 
fore he made the memorable offer 
to surrender his post and army to 
the English. 

This was, altogether; an-affair, 
that a sensible government would” 
endeavour to cause to be forgotten 
by the world as soon as postible, 
But, 
must be meddling. What would 


it seems, this Buchannan\ 


any one think, for instance, ,of 
raising the bones (if they be under 
ground) that once gave motion to’ 
that lively lamp that was called 
Mary Anne Clarke? If she be 
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Stil alive, Tl] engage she is as 
harmless, as inoifensive, and as 
innocent as a lamb, or, rather, as 
a brokemmouthed ewe. Twelve 
‘years must have made dismal ra- 
vages upon her. She must be, as 
to the main matter, dead and 
buried long and long ago. | What 
a folly, then, would it be for her 
old friends to raise her! And 
yet, let me take the liberty to say, 
that to raise the bones, or pre- 
tended bones, of André was not a 
hit less foolish. 

If André’s bones really be to 
be buried in Saint Paul’s, I hope 
they will be deposited along with 
those of Arnold (raised for the 
purpose,) and that both will lie 
near the statue of “ our great na- 
tional moralist,” old dread-devil 
Jounson, with whose “ morality” 
their deeds so very neatly squared. 
He, in his Dictionary, calls a 
pensioner a slave of state ; and he 
died a pensioner, having written a 
pamphlet in defence of the war 
against the Americans, who, let 


it always be remembered, fought 
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against taration. without ?repre~ 
sentation. ait ae 

In’ my last the printer made a 
mistake towards the close of my 
article on Andr’. He makes me 
ascribe the raising of the bones to 
It should have 


been stale rancour ; I mean of the 


state rancour 


old despised refugees, who turned 
their backs upon the cause of their 
country, and who sicken at the 
sight of her freedom and happi- 
ness. I never did suppose, that 
either the king or the ministers 
had had any thing to do with the 
matter ; for, it would be monstrous 
indeed, if they, with the experience 
of the past before them, and with 
the view which men im their 
senses must now take of America, 
could have fallen upon so childish 
a way of showing their impotent 
spite against that nation’ For 
my part, if I were a minister, I 
should think much less about the 
English bones which the former 
war left in the earth of America, 


than about the means of prevent- 


ing the Americans from invading 


* 
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Treland in some future war! A 
thing much more probable now, 
than twenty years ago, it was that 
two English fleets, of superior 
force, should be beaten and cap- 
tured by two American fleets ! 
Ah! don’t laugh, readers of the 
Paradise of Fools! Don’t laugh! 
f saw the keel of the first Ameri- 
can frigate laid; and, in about 
sixteen years afterwards, I had to 
record the victories of Braiy- 
aripce, Hury, Decarvur, Scor 
and Parry. What may not six- 
teen years from that time pro- 
This is what Z should be 


thinking about, when my mind 


duce ? 


was turned towards America ; and 
not, about raising bones in poor 
childish;spite towards the Ameri. 
cans. I should see, when I looked 
about, me, very little security for 
the friendship of either France, 
Spain, Po:tuzal or the Dutch ; 
and. I should be thinking of what 
might chance to be the conse- 
quence of a war with some of those 
powers joined with America. If 
four or five thousand Yankees 


were to land at Bantry-Bay, it 
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would not be a Hocne’s expedi- 
tion! I should let rotten boneg 
lie quiet, and be getting ready be- 
forehand for something of this 
sort. However, here we are in 
famous hands, and we must take 


our chance. 





SIR ROBERT WILSON: | 


Tue editor of a news-paper, 
called the “ Birmingham Mer- 


cury,” 


which seems to be a very 
neat companion-piece to the “ Li- 
verpool Mereury,” (and, surely, 
mercury never was 80 dull in its 
movements before)has most cruelly 
laid on upon me, because I thought 
it absurd, that the people should 
subscribe to make up to this gen- 
tleman the loss he has sustained 
by being dismissed from the army. 
This wretched editor has no sense. 
He merely reviles ; and, amongst 
other things he says, that J left 
America because my writings 
would not sell there, and because 


the tranquil happiness of that 





country was “a hell” to me. You 
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cannot answer sucha man with | 
a pen; I, therefore, hereby au- 
thorize any two labouring men, 
who have hali an hour to spare, 
to take this man under the town- 
pump of Birmingham, and pump 
upon him for. that space of time. 
Now, as to Sir Roserr Wu- 
son, I, in the first place, repeat, 
that, if we allow a standing army 
zo be a proper thing, and this Sir 
Robert Wilson himself must allow, 
it is just, because it is absolutely 
necessary, even to the keeping of 
that, army together, that the king 
should possess the power of dis- 
missing, at any time, any officer 
or soldier of that army. And, 
if the exercise of this power be 
complained of by a man, because 
he has bought his commissions, 
what a pretty. distinction would 
this create! It would be purchas- 
ing impunity, and would make the 
king the slave of his army. 
Whether the offence was one 
that rendered the exercise of the 
power, in this particular instance, 
fair and equitable, is another ques- 


tion; and it is a question, too, 





the people have nothing to do, any, 
further than to take warning from, 


this dismission how they elect as 


members of parliament. persons se |; 


immediately dependent on. the 
ministers ! 

The real question before us, is, 
whether the people at large are, 
in this case, galled upon to sub-- 
scribe. Lf they be, it must be upon 


some public ground. 


with the public. And to have this, 


he must have done something 


advantageous to that public; and_, 


this I must confess my incapacity 
to discover. 
As to. her Majesty,’ I am not 


aware of any services that he ever 


rendered her, though, doubtless, 


that unfortunate lady must have 
thought he did, or his son would 
not have been one of her Majesty’s 


Household.. This same son, or 


another, was, if I am not misin- 


formed, a cadet in the Royal Mi-- 


litary College on Bagshot Heath, 


training up to be a commander in 
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with whieh, I have, not,,attempted ,, 
to meddle ;,and one with which.» 


Sir Robert. . 


Wilson must have some merit¢ . 
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this? sume stavidliny ‘army ! This 
College, so Hostile to all our an- 


cient Javes and all our notions of 


freéilim, is the very heart’s core 
of the system. Poh! ye patriots 
of the Borough! Is this your love 
of liberty and the constitution ! 
However, there is a thing or 
two more to be mentioned. Sir 


Robert Wilson wrote a book, in 


which he accused Napoleon of 


potsoning his own sick in Egypi. 
Never was there a more atrocious 
falshood, or one that did the sys- 
tem greater service. Was it 
passion, was it error, that misled 
him here? Why, then, has he not 
acknowledged the error? Why 
did he not, in the subsequent 
editions of the book, expunge the 
malicious, the unmanly falshood ? 


Why did he leave it still in print 


-while the calumniated Napoleon 


was sinking to the grave on the 


rock to which he had been exiled ? 
When Sir Robert Wilson is dis- 
posed to complain of hard treat- 
ment, of losses, let him recollect 


his gains by that falshood, and 


4 


Let him recollect who were the’ 


culators of that falshood ; and let 


him also recollect out of whose 


finally came to give him the pro- 
fits of the book ! 

If Sir Roserr Wixson was a 
* friend of the Queen,” the Duke 
of Clarence made, I believe, pro- 
fessions of no such friendship ! 
Yet, at the very time that the 
Queen was denied her rights, did 
Sir Rorerr Witson join the 
ministry in voting a large sum of 
money to the Duke of Clarence, 


and without taking into view the 


which he did this ?- Why, because 


the king had offered to do some 


proper feeling in itse/f,) he scruples 





let him also recollect the haads | 


from whom the gains proceeded 


patrons and purchasers and cir- ° 


pockets it was that the money 


increased value of that money! : 


And, what was the ground upon 


gracious thing to his family! So, ° 


out of gratitude to the king (a very - 


not, as a guardian of the people's © 
money, to vote away an immense 


gum of that money to the king’s - 
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brother! Poh! ye-patriots of the 
Borough! Is this your love of 
liberty and the ‘constitution! Is 
this the sort ‘of stuff you choose, in 
order to convince the world of the 
benefits ‘which we should derive 
from Reform! 

But, again ; Str Roserr Wit- 
son was chairman of a Crown and 
Anchor dinner, held to celebrate 
the success of the ‘patriots of 
Spam. Mr. Woo.rr proposed 
the health (only the health) of the 
imprisoned Reformers of Eng- 
Zand; and Sir Robert Wilson 
refused to put the toast! Poh! ye 
surptizing patriotsof the Borough! 
Go on: subscribe away ’till your 
purses be as empty as your heads ; 
bat; cerfain I am, that no man, 
who sincerely wishes well to the 
comtry, who has a competent 
knowledge of its’ situation and 
affairs, and who thinks seriously 
about the means of restoring us to 
freedom and happiness, will care 
more about Sir Robert Wilson 
than about any one of the spar- 
rows that is hopping about upon 
the roofs of your honsés. ' 


Sire Rostrat Wison. 
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‘Phat “' Glory” should subseribe 
is nataral enough, seeing that. Sir 
Robert subseribed when the mi- 
serable attempt was made 'to raise 
the two thousand pounds in order 
to alleviate the poignant sufferings 
of the three long months walk in 
the custody of the Marshal of the 
King’s Bench! That Lorp Frrz- 
WILLIAM, who was one of the 
Committee that reported for rz 
Bruits of 1817, and spoke and 
voted for them, should subscribe 
I have no sori of object=on, though 
I wish he had given so much te-+ 
wards relieving or compensating 
the men then imprisoned. and 
All this is 


very well, nothing can be more 


never brought to trial. 


suitable and proper. in all re- 
spects; but, I have a great ob- . 
jection to beimg called upon te 
subscribe, in this case, in the 
name of the cause of reform. 

“ Reform” is; in and about 
London, making famous strides to 
be sure! There's ** Glory,” fast- 
ened upon Westminster by a 
Romp, whith ‘stieks to that city 
as the tail sticks to the com 
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There’s the! ‘son of the Commais- 
sioher Of the Nabob. of Arcourt’s 
everlasting debts; fastened on’ to 
Glory: There’sthe sprightly Whit- 
bread and the true Whig, 
Byng, fastened on upon Middle- 
sex by the patriotic efforts of 


Ocrower 


““Glory” and his Rump, joined 
to the efforts of perhaps as great 
a mass of stupidity as ever disho- 
noured human skulls. And there 
is Sir’ Robert Wilson fastened 
upon the Borough, unless the loss 
of his military post should by the 
patriots of that populous place be 
deemed a disqualification, Poh! 
ye patriots of the Borough! Call 
ye this advancing in the cause of 
“© Reform!” Show me three rot- 
ten boroughs that beat, at this mo- 
Middlesex, ‘Westminster, 
and Southwark, and I will then 
sav, that it is possible that you 
West- 
minster and the Borough are free, 
they tell us. And what is the 


blessed consequence! The former 


ment, 


might have done worse. 


is cajoled-by a Rurap, who makes 


it-ever to one man, who tells the 
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and whe nominates, ag his .col~ 
league, the son of a Commissioner 
of a Nabob’s Debts, with a salary 
of 1,200/. a year. And the Bo« 
rough, the free Borough, chooses 
a man that votes away an immense 
sum of their money, and tells them 
that he dees it because the king 
acted graciously towards his fa- 
mily! Poh! ye “ Reformers” of 
the Borough ! - 

However, let me dojustice to 
the mass of the people in these 
places. They are imposed upon 
by a set of busy, bustling, talking 
impudent intriguers, who have 
their own interest at bottom, in 
some cases, and in other cases, 
and more frequently perhaps, the 
gratification of their ever-craving 
vanity. They have an. itch to be 
something more than their neigh- 
bours. They wantsto sit near the 
great man ‘They. want to haye 
the lead; and, oh! the dreadful 
evil! they must speechify /, Que 
half of the. ills that we endure, 
arises from this love of talk ; this 
loye of speech-making. Any other 





people that: he can do no good, 


folly almost, admits of; some cures 
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luitc:this isto-be cuned only by, 
knocking the patieat on the head. 
Adiiding him to desist, is. like 
preaching :absiinence ‘to the wolf. 
Repreoackes he: hikes, for they are 
matter for-more speech. Laugh- 
iugret. him has the contrary effect 
to what.you.seek; fer he ascribes 
your laughter to, his wit and mot to 
his folly,... In, short, to see one of 
these +! speakers” rise wp; to view 
his, looks of selH-complacency ; to 
hear..him go, rambling on; are 
engugh to make one sink inte the 
eaxth. . Yet it passes., The noise 
produces its effect; and, at the 
end of an hour of aonsense, the 
orater has made considerable pro- 
gress in influence over the minds 
of his hearers. 

‘This as, the way that Westmin- 
ster and the, Borough have been 
cajoled,; They have actually been 
bartered for the sake of pufling up 
some,,half-score ,of impertinent) 


coxcombs.... However, though the 


Westminster Rump, are pumping 
ship, with both handles, they.-do| 
not seem to get on with the,Sud 


scription ; while. Mr, Weagagu- 








op BrEewines () 





spoon in the Borough seems hikely 
to have very, little laid im addition. 
te the twenty -nest-eygs that’ he 
himself deposited at the meeting: 
I care about the subscription 
nothing at all. It may amount.te 
a million of money for me. But, 
Ido not like ecajolery. 1 do not, 


like to see the people act a foolish. 


part. 





BREWING. 


Sin,—The writer/is desirous af, 
offering his services to the, glassy 
of Englishinen. termed, Cottagerss . 
and he feels called upon.by an, 
expression contained im the 69th, 
paragraph of your Cottage /Eco-,. 
nomy, You there says} If aay’ 
‘* of my readers can pomlt out any. 
‘¢ method by which we should be, 
‘‘ likely, to-restore the. practice) bf 
“‘ Brewing tothe. Cottage, Aishalb: 
“ be. greatly. obliged: 4o: them nite’ 
* communicatelit tome? , ghoul 
| Now (Sit; 4¢ appears te meitow 
bejwell worth the) whilevof ani: 
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opuleht farmer; vor independent 
gentleman; ‘to’ purchase’ one’ of 
thé Patent Brewing Machines, for 
the purpose of lending it to in- 
dustrious people, who might be 
directed to return it, clean and 
dry, to the owner, or, in default 
thereof, be excluded from any’ 
future participation in its valuable 
effects. There is no need of ad- 
ditional observation on the vast 
utility which the man of good for- 
tune can spread amongst his less 
wealthy neighbours by lending 
such an instrument to them, for 
their service. A circumstance may 
be, however, mentioned, without 
greatly taking up your valuable 
time,—which circumstance tended 
to drive the inhabitants of a 
market-town in the county. of 
Essex to purchase their beer of a 
brewer, where they had formerly 
brewed their own beer. 

The facts are these :— an in- 
dustrious man, who had formerly 
been a servant in a gentleman's 
family, conceived the. notion of 
turning: an income by the hireing 
of'a house: in the’ Town, which 





‘possessed au excellent «family 


brewhouse. He accordingly ‘took 
a lease of the house; ‘and: lefta 
printed card at the déor ‘of every; 
respectable inhabitant, stating his 
ability in the art of brewing beer, 
and of his willingness to superin- 
tend such brewing, im his own 
brewhouse, if the employer would 
find malt, hops, and coals, and: 
allow a fair sum to him for his 
labour. The scheme was too 
valuable a one to be allowed to 
die away for want of encourage- 
ment: so, on went the plan, most 
swimmingly, until the public 
brewer felt the loss of his usual 
profits, by the ingenuity of ' this 
private brewer As ‘soon as the 
public brewer laid his represen- 
tations before the Board of Excise, 
away went the private brewer fo 
the dogs, and the inhabitants 
were compelled to buy their beer 
of the public brewer,’ instead of 
enjoying the very wholesomé bée- 


verage with which they were far-° 
nished by the ingenious private | 


brew ér. se 
i j 
Whoever lends a Patent Brew- 
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ing-Machitie, carmot possibly’ in- 
volve himself with the Excise; and 
he scarcely knows the good he 
may eventually render to the 
Cottager, by the purchase and 
lend of such an Instrument. 

With the intention of giving 
you a few more lines, on another 
aseful matter to the Cottager, I 
subscribe myself your most obe- 


dient servant. 
S.R. 





PRICES. 


3a Uctober 1821. 

Siz,—From the use which you 
made of my last communication, 
I perceive that it is not at all ne- 
cessary for me to attend to ar- 
rangement or order, in any hints 
that I may think it useful to give 
you. Since the date of that com- 
munication, Bacon has gone on 
gradually declining till it has come 
to 20s. per cwt. for inferior, and 
about 24s. or 25s. for the best. 
The new Bacon is now selling at 
30s. per cwt, on board in Ireland : 


Prides. 





last yeur it opened’ abeut 20s! per 
ewt. higher; notwithstanding’ ‘the 
shock, which, a few months betore, 
had been given to credit by the 
failure of so many of the Banks. 
This being the opening of the 
Butter season, and the supplies 
being rather scanty, an attempt 
has been made to produce an ad- 
vance of prices; but those who 
have been the purchasers, already 
regret what they have done ; for 
the market is falling, and when 
plentiful supplies come in, heavy 
losses will probably ensue. I have 
lately seen two or three articles 
in the Irish Papers, complaining 
of the preference given to Dutch 
Butter before that of Ireland ; and 
one writer recommends to the 
[rish people to put less salt into 
their Butter, which, he says, would 
make it as good and as palatable 
as the Dutch; never seeming to 
consider the great difference there 
is in the quality of the Butter 
itself. Besides this, it would only 
add to the mischief already exist- 
ing, if greater quantities of fresh 
Butter, that is, Butter not salted 
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for keeping, were forced upon the 
London market at this time of the 
year... But the truth is, Sir, that 
these indications of uneasiness, 
and these proposed alterations, 
are only a small part of that 
“* general working of events,” 
which you, and I, and the great 
hole-digging statesman, rely upon 
for setting all things to-rights. 

But there is one thing which 
I think is worth making known; 
because I do not believe that the 
Irish, or,indeed, people in general, 
are aware of it. Itis this: that 
the cause of the Dutch Butter 
being so much more mild flavour- 
ed, than any other, is, that the 
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Butter itself is never salted at 
all; but that the mélk is salted 
when it first comes from the Cow. 
I never, until within these few 
days, was aware of this fact. 
I am aware, Sir, that these are 
trifles; but after the experience 
I have had of your capability to 
make something out of every thing, 
I think there is a chance of this 
communication being made a good 
use of. Your letter, in which you 
gave the prices of Bacon, was 
copied into an Irish Paper, and 
that paper came to London, 


and was read by many. 


A. B. 
























LIST 
OF 
Mr. COBBETT’S PUBLICATIONS. 
TO BE HAD AT 


No. 1, Clement’s Inn, Strand, London. 





AMERICAN SLAVE TRADE: 
or, an Account of the Manner in 
which the Slave Dealers take Free 
People from some of the United 
States of America, and carry them 
away, and sell them as Slaves in 
other of the States ; and of the hor- 
rible Cruelties practised in the car- 
rying on of this most infamous 
traffic: with Reflections on the 
Project for forming a Colony of 
American Blacks in Africa, and 
certain Documents respecting that 
Project. By Jesse Torrey, Jun. 
Physician. With Five Plates.— 


Price 2s. in boards. 


COTTAGE ECONOMY.— Num- 
ber 2 of this little work contains a 
PLATE, representing the BREW- 
ING MACHINE in all its parts, 
accompanied with explanations of 
their several] uses in the process of 


brewing, together with a statement 
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of the different prices of the Machine 
in its various sizes—- Two editions of 
the first Number have been pub- 
lished, and a third is in the press. 


The Third Number is just published. 


COBBETT’S SERMONS.— 
Published on the first day of every 
month, price 3d. and of which eight 
numbers are already published. 
No. 1. “ Nuboth’s Vineyard, or 
* God’s Vengeance against Cruelty 
“ The 
*¢ Sin of Drunkenness in Kings, Priests 
The Fall 
** of Judas, or God’s Vengeance against 
“ Bribery..—No. 4. “ The Rights 
“ of the Poor, and the Punishment of 
“* God's 
* Judgment on unjust Judges.” —No.6. 
“ The Sluggard.”—No. 7. “* God's 
“ Vengeance against Murderers.”-— 


No. 8. “* The Gamester.”’ 


“and Hypocrisy.”.—No. 2. 


** and People.”—No. 3. 


r 


“€ Oppressors.” — No, 5. 


COBBETT’S YEAR’S RESI- 
DENCE IN AMERICA.—A thick 
OctavoV olume, price 10s.in boards, 
Intended for the use of all those 
who wish to know what America 
really is. Jt consists of a descrip- 
tion of the country, its inhabitants, 
climate and soil. Its productions, 


also, are copiously treated of, in 
+ 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


which the author has introduced 
many valuable experiments of his 


own. 


COBBETT’S GRAMMAR, a 
new and neat edition, price 2s. 6d. 
bound in boards. It was intended 
for the use of young persons in ge- 
neral, and especially for the use of 
soldiers, sailors, apprentices and 
ploughboys; but, the author has 
discovered, (in rather an odd man- 
mer) that it is in great vogue amongst 


? 


** statesmen ;” and God knows, it 
was not before it was wanted by 


them ! 


The Preliminary part of PAPER 
AGAINST GOLD.—The main ob- 
ject of which is to shew the Justice 
and Necessity of reducing the in- 
terest of that which is called the 
NaTionaL Debt, in order to rescue 
the rightful Proprietors of the land 
from the grasp of the devouring 


race engendered by Paper Money. 


*“ PAPER AGAINST GOLD.” 
—A new edition of this work is now 


lt 


contains a full exposure ofthe mys- 


published, price 5s. in boards. 


tery of the Bank, the Fund and the 


Paper-system. 





Stereotype Edition. 

A thing that is a great favourite 
with the Author: “ The AMERICAN 
‘‘ GARDENER ; or, a treatise on the 
‘ situation, soil, fencing and lay- 
“« ing-out of Gardens ; on the mak- 
‘‘ing and managing of Hot-beds 
“and Green-houses; and on the 
‘‘ Propagation and Cultivation of 
‘‘ the several sorts of Table-Vege- 
“ tables, Herbs, Fruits, and Flow- 


”» 


“ers.” Price 5s. 


An Appeal to every part of the 


Public but Public Robbers. 


The Societies, which denominate 
themselves, a Society for the Sup- 
pression of Vice, and a Constitu- 
tional Association, having, through 
their organ the New Times news- 
their union and 


paper, avowed 


determination to shut up the 


shop 55, Fleet-street, if .possib/e, 
‘“* R. Carlile pledges himself that 


**he will so a stand 


far make 
“against them, as to defeat and 
‘*‘ annihilate them, if the honest 
** part of the Public who are most 
“interested in the issue will give 


“him a fair and liberal support. 





OCTOBER 

‘Money is the sinew of this as 
‘well as a less honourable war- 
“ fare, and R. C. feels assured that 
one tenth part of the money which 
those two Societies will have 
‘to spend, will enable him effec- 


‘ tually to defeat the whole gang. 


R.C. has struggled on during 


‘* an imprisonment of twenty-one 
months, and as there are but 
fifteen months remaining of the 
period allotted him for imprison- 
ment, he feels assured that the 
support which he now asks from 

‘the Public will enable him to 

triumph over all conspirators 

against the Press being made an 

This is his 


first appeal to the Public, and 


useful instrument. 


‘ 


will be the last: As an individual 


‘ he will continue to do his utmost ; 


as an instrument in the hands of 


‘an honest public he will support 
“ their wishes and exertions as far 
“as that public will support him. 


“There are two ways to which he 


20, 1821. 


“ looks for support, by aliberal pur- 
** chase and circulation of his pub- 
‘ lications, and by a subscription. 
‘* Either way that shall prove sufli- 
‘* cient will be to him equally satis- 
‘ factory. His expenses at present 
“ are extremely heavy to meet the 


‘* prosecutions which have already 





“ come against him, and he is not 


‘‘in a condition to meet a farther 


‘“expense without the assistance 
‘“ he now solicits and feels himself 


** entitled to.” 
Dorchester Gaol, August 28, 1821. 


Subscriptions received at 55, 
Fleet-street; and at Dorchester 
Gaol.——Subscriptions received, 
£269. 14s. 3d, 


Published this day, at 55, Fleet 
Street, price 2s. 6d. 
Observations on Dr. Gregory’s 
Letters ; by R. Carlile. 


Price 2d. A Character of a Priest, 
by Philanthropos. 


ln a few days will be published, 
The Fifth Address to the Re- 
formers of Great Britain; by R. 
oe 
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